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Media coverage
National Geographic (USA)

Reuters (Global) – July 2025

La Tercera – July 2025

Shareable (USA) – May 2022

New Straits Times (Malaysia) – July 2025

El País – July 2024

País Circular – 2024

BioBio Chile – July 2025

VC Magazine – July 2025

Magazin (HRT, Croatia)

La Nación (Argentina) - July 2024

El Mostrador (Argentina) - October 2023

Voz de América - March 2024

Forbes México - July 2025

Antena 3 - July 2025

AOL News - July 2025

Devdiscourse - July 2025

Rinnovabilli - July 2025

Portal Tela - July 2025

Wired - July 2025

Portfolio - July 2025

Darik News - July 2025

Deutchlanfunk Nova - April 2025

Telegraf - April 2025
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Introduction

Matter of Trust Chile is the local subsidiary of the global organization based in San Francisco, specialized in

transforming human and animal hair waste into ecological solutions. In Chile, its focus has been on two major
initiatives:

Agropelo: agricultural blankets made with recycled hair to conserve soil moisture and improve crop yield.

Petropelo: hydrocarbon absorbent devices to clean contaminated waters on Chilean coasts.
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National Geographic (USA)

Title: Can recycled human hair help clean oil spills—and fertilize crops?

Focus: scientific analysis of the use of hair as a natural resource in absorption and agriculture.

Original media clipping · original publication language

Read original publication

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/article/recycle-human-hair-oil-spills-fertilizer
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Reuters (Global) – July 2025

Title: Water-saving tool helps drought-hit Chile with human hair

Focus: global coverage on the use of hair blankets that save up to 48% of irrigation water and improve
agricultural productivity in northern Chile.

Original media clipping · original publication language

Read original publication

https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/climate-energy/water-saving-tool-drought-hit-chile-human-hair-2025-07-03/
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La Tercera – July 2025

Title: Matter of Trust: fighting drought through hair recycling Focus: explains the circular logic of the project and

testimonials from farmers in Antofagasta.

Original media clipping · original publication language

Read original publication

https://www.latercera.com/pulso/noticia/matter-of-trust-combatiendo-la-sequia-a-traves-del-reciclaje-de-pelo/6ILFE7LYCFD77EVGKZI5V3G4QE/


7PRESSE · MATTER OF TRUST CHILE

PRESSE D I G I TA L A U T H O R I T Y  A G E N C Y

Shareable (USA) – May 2022

Title: Chile uses human hair waste to combat effects of mega-drought

Focus: early coverage that highlighted Chile as a leader in community climate innovation.

Original media clipping · original publication language

Read original publication

https://www.shareable.net/matter-of-trust-chile-uses-human-hair-waste-to-combat-effects-of-mega-drought/
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New Straits Times (Malaysia) – July 2025

Title: Water-saving tool helps drought-hit Chile with human hair

Focus: international coverage replicated from the original Reuters report, providing visibility in Asia.

Original media clipping · original publication language

Read original publication

https://www.nst.com.my/world/world/2025/07/1239544/water-saving-tool-drought-hit-chile-human-hair
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El País – July 2024

Title: How hair is cleaning contaminated waters in Chile

Focus: in-depth chronicle about the Petropelo project and its environmental impacts on the Chilean coast.

Original media clipping · original publication language

Read original publication

https://elpais.com/america-futura/2024-07-06/de-la-cabeza-al-rescate-del-mar-como-el-cabello-esta-limpiando-aguas-contaminadas-en-chile.html
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País Circular – 2024

Title: Petropelo: the device that seeks to clean hydrocarbons from the Chilean coast using hair

Focus: use of hair as a natural absorbent for spills in seas and lagoons.

Original media clipping · original publication language

Read original publication

https://www.paiscircular.cl/medio-ambiente/petropelo-el-dispositivo-que-busca-limpiar-de-hidrocarburos-las-costas-chilenas-con-cabello/
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BioBio Chile – July 2025

Title: Farmers in Taltal use human hair to retain moisture for crops

Focus: territorial case with a human and agricultural focus.

Original media clipping · original publication language

Read original publication

https://www.biobiochile.cl/especial/aqui-tierra/noticias/2025/07/05/agricultores-de-taltal-ocupan-cabello-humano-y-pelo-de-mascotas-para-retener-humedad-de-las-cosechas.shtml
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VC Magazine – July 2025

Title: Circular economy: beyond recycling

Focus: The focus of the article is educational and practical, with a territorial and applied perspective.

Original media clipping · original publication language

Read original publication

https://vcmagazine.cl/economia-circular-2/
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Magazin (HRT, Croatia)

Title: Innovative Chileans use discarded hair and animal fur to clean coasts and watercourses

Focus: Highlights a natural, efficient and low-cost solution to decontaminate aquatic ecosystems affected by
spills.

Original media clipping · original publication language

Read original publication

Read original publication

https://www.biobiochile.cl/especial/aqui-tierra/noticias/2025/07/05/agricultores-de-taltal-ocupan-cabello-humano-y-pelo-de-mascotas-para-retener-humedad-de-las-cosechas.shtml
https://magazin.hrt.hr/zanimljivosti/inovativni-cileanci-koriste-odbacenu-kosu-i-zivotinjske-dlake-za-ciscenje-obala-i-vodenih-tokova-11591092
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La Nación (Argentina) - July 2024

Title: From hair salons to water cleaning: a second environmental life for hair

Focus: explains how the Matter of Trust Chile foundation collects human and animal hair in beauty salons to
transform it into absorbent devices (known as Petropelo) that clean water contaminated by hydrocarbons.

Original media clipping · original publication language

Read original publication

Read original publication

https://www.biobiochile.cl/especial/aqui-tierra/noticias/2025/07/05/agricultores-de-taltal-ocupan-cabello-humano-y-pelo-de-mascotas-para-retener-humedad-de-las-cosechas.shtml
https://www.lanacion.com.ar/agencias/de-las-peluquerias-a-la-limpieza-del-agua-una-segunda-vida-medioambiental-para-el-cabello-nid04062024/
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El Mostrador (Argentina) - October 2023

Title: Two Chilean projects are awarded funds from an international social innovation program

Focus: The article reports that two Chilean projects were selected from among nineteen initiatives from South
America to receive funding in the 15th edition of Legado by Bayer, an international program focused on social
innovation.

Original media clipping · original publication language

Read original publication

Read original publication

https://www.biobiochile.cl/especial/aqui-tierra/noticias/2025/07/05/agricultores-de-taltal-ocupan-cabello-humano-y-pelo-de-mascotas-para-retener-humedad-de-las-cosechas.shtml
https://www.elmostrador.cl/agenda-pais/agenda-innovacion/2023/10/19/dos-proyectos-chilenos-se-adjudican-fondos-de-programa-internacional-de-innovacion-social/
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Voz de América - March 2024

Title: Water Day: In Chile an innovative project uses human hair waste to tackle water scarcity

Focus: highlights the Agropelo project, developed by Matter of Trust Chile, which uses human and animal hair
collected in hair salons to create agricultural blankets and padding that retain moisture in land affected by
drought, especially in the Atacama Desert.

Original media clipping · original publication language

Read original publication

Read original publication

https://www.biobiochile.cl/especial/aqui-tierra/noticias/2025/07/05/agricultores-de-taltal-ocupan-cabello-humano-y-pelo-de-mascotas-para-retener-humedad-de-las-cosechas.shtml
https://www.vozdeamerica.com/a/dia-del-agua-en-chile-un-innovador-proyecto-utiliza-residuos-de-cabello-humano-para-hacer-frente-a-la-escasez-hidrica-/7538517.html
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Forbes México - July 2025

Title: Hair mats help prevent the impact of drought in Chilean orchards

Focus: The journalistic piece focuses on an innovative and sustainable solution applied by small farmers in arid
areas of Chile, who use compostable mats or mulch made with human hair to face the effects of a prolonged
drought, which has already exceeded a decade in several regions of the country

Original media clipping · original publication language

Read original publication

Read original publication

https://www.biobiochile.cl/especial/aqui-tierra/noticias/2025/07/05/agricultores-de-taltal-ocupan-cabello-humano-y-pelo-de-mascotas-para-retener-humedad-de-las-cosechas.shtml
https://forbes.com.mx/tapetes-de-pelo-ayudan-a-evitar-impacto-de-sequia-en-huertos-en-chile/
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Antena 3 - July 2025

Title: Carpets made with human hair: a curious technique to protect crops from drought

Focus: The news focuses on presenting an innovative and peculiar solution developed in Chile to face the water
crisis: the use of compostable mats or carpets made with human hair placed at the base of crops.

Original media clipping · original publication language

Read original publication

Read original publication

https://www.biobiochile.cl/especial/aqui-tierra/noticias/2025/07/05/agricultores-de-taltal-ocupan-cabello-humano-y-pelo-de-mascotas-para-retener-humedad-de-las-cosechas.shtml
https://www.antena3.com/noticias/ciencia/alfombras-hechas-cabello-humano-curiosa-tecnica-proteger-cultivos-sequia_202507046867e7d55e724b62f0691c9e.html
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AOL News - July 2025

Title: A water‑saving tool in drought‑hit Chile: human hair

Focus: The piece highlights an ingenious and sustainable solution developed in Chile by Matter of Trust Chile:
the creation of small compostable mats made with human and pet hair.

Original media clipping · original publication language

Read original publication

Read original publication

https://www.biobiochile.cl/especial/aqui-tierra/noticias/2025/07/05/agricultores-de-taltal-ocupan-cabello-humano-y-pelo-de-mascotas-para-retener-humedad-de-las-cosechas.shtml
https://www.aol.com/news/water-saving-tool-drought-hit-111227769.html
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Devdiscourse - July 2025

Title: Hair Mats: Innovative Solution for Chile's Water Crisis

Focus: The information highlights an innovative and sustainable agricultural solution to face the drought in Chile:
the use of compostable mats made from human and animal hair, developed by the foundation Matter of Trust
Chile

Original media clipping · original publication language

Read original publication

Read original publication

https://www.biobiochile.cl/especial/aqui-tierra/noticias/2025/07/05/agricultores-de-taltal-ocupan-cabello-humano-y-pelo-de-mascotas-para-retener-humedad-de-las-cosechas.shtml
https://www.devdiscourse.com/article/headlines/3491054-hair-mats-innovative-solution-for-chiles-water-crisis
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Rinnovabilli - July 2025

Title: Can mulching with human hair save agriculture in Chile?

Focus: The note highlights how small compostable carpets made of human hair, compacted in the form of mats
and placed at the base of crops, are helping Chilean farmers to face the megadrought.

Original media clipping · original publication language

Read original publication

Read original publication

https://www.biobiochile.cl/especial/aqui-tierra/noticias/2025/07/05/agricultores-de-taltal-ocupan-cabello-humano-y-pelo-de-mascotas-para-retener-humedad-de-las-cosechas.shtml
https://www.rinnovabili.net/business/agriculture-food/mulching-human-hair-chile-agriculture/
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Portal Tela - July 2025

Title: Human hair helps reduce water consumption in Chilean orchards

Focus: The article highlights an agricultural innovation developed in Chile by the Matter of Trust Chile foundation:
compostable mats made from human hair (and in smaller proportions, animal hair), to be used as mulch at the
base of crops. This technique is helping to combat the megadrought, reducing soil evaporation by 71% and
conserving up to 48% of irrigation water.

Original media clipping · original publication language

Read original publication

Read original publication

https://www.biobiochile.cl/especial/aqui-tierra/noticias/2025/07/05/agricultores-de-taltal-ocupan-cabello-humano-y-pelo-de-mascotas-para-retener-humedad-de-las-cosechas.shtml
https://www.portaltela.com/saude/saude-publica/2025/07/03/cabelo-humano-ajuda-a-reduzir-consumo-de-agua-em-pomares-chilenos
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Wired - July 2025

Title: Human hair helps farmers in Chile save water

Focus: The article focuses on an innovative and circular agronomic solution developed by Matter of Trust Chile:
the use of compostable mats or mulch woven with human hair, placed around crops to address the megadrought
affecting much of the country.

Original media clipping · original publication language

Read original publication

Read original publication

https://www.biobiochile.cl/especial/aqui-tierra/noticias/2025/07/05/agricultores-de-taltal-ocupan-cabello-humano-y-pelo-de-mascotas-para-retener-humedad-de-las-cosechas.shtml
https://www.wired.cz/news-beat/lidske-vlasy-pomahaji-farmarum-v-chile-setrit-vodou
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Portfolio - July 2025

Title: Surprising method invented against severe drought in Chile

Focus: The news focuses on an innovative and circular agricultural solution developed in Chile by the Matter of
Trust Chile foundation to combat the megadrought. The proposal uses compostable mats made with human hair
(and to a lesser extent, animal hair), woven and compacted to be placed at the base of crops in orchards and
fruit groves.

Original media clipping · original publication language

Read original publication

Read original publication

https://www.biobiochile.cl/especial/aqui-tierra/noticias/2025/07/05/agricultores-de-taltal-ocupan-cabello-humano-y-pelo-de-mascotas-para-retener-humedad-de-las-cosechas.shtml
https://www.portfolio.hu/uzlet/20250703/meglepo-modszer-talaltak-fel-a-sulyos-aszaly-ellen-772187
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Darik News - July 2025

Title: Farmers in Chile use human hair as a means of saving water

Focus: The news presents an innovative and ecological agricultural solution to combat the drought in Chile: the
creation of compostable mats woven with human hair, placed at the base of crops in orchards and fruit groves.

Original media clipping · original publication language

Read original publication

Read original publication

https://www.biobiochile.cl/especial/aqui-tierra/noticias/2025/07/05/agricultores-de-taltal-ocupan-cabello-humano-y-pelo-de-mascotas-para-retener-humedad-de-las-cosechas.shtml
https://dariknews.bg/novini/liubopitno/zemedelcite-v-chili-izpolzvat-choveshka-kosa-kato-sredstvo-za-pestene-na-voda-2424155
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Deutchlanfunk Nova - April 2025

Title: Water scarcity: Hair helps in Chile against dry garden beds

Focus: The information focuses on an innovative and sustainable initiative being developed in Chile to combat
water scarcity: the use of mats woven with human hair collected from hair salons, reusing a common waste
product to protect crops from soil evaporation.

Original media clipping · original publication language

Read original publication

Read original publication

Read original publication

https://www.biobiochile.cl/especial/aqui-tierra/noticias/2025/07/05/agricultores-de-taltal-ocupan-cabello-humano-y-pelo-de-mascotas-para-retener-humedad-de-las-cosechas.shtml
https://dariknews.bg/novini/liubopitno/zemedelcite-v-chili-izpolzvat-choveshka-kosa-kato-sredstvo-za-pestene-na-voda-2424155
https://www.deutschlandfunknova.de/nachrichten/wasserknappheit-haare-helfen-in-chile-gegen-trockene-beete
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Telegraf - April 2025

Title: Forget fertilizer: This material is the new gold for agriculture in Chile

Focus: The article highlights an ingenious and sustainable agricultural strategy implemented in Chile by the
Matter of Trust Chile foundation: the use of compostable mats made with human hair. These mats, designed as
mechanical mulching, are placed around crops in orchards and fruit groves to retain soil moisture and face years
of drought.

Original media clipping · original publication language

Read original publication

Read original publication

Read original publication

https://www.biobiochile.cl/especial/aqui-tierra/noticias/2025/07/05/agricultores-de-taltal-ocupan-cabello-humano-y-pelo-de-mascotas-para-retener-humedad-de-las-cosechas.shtml
https://dariknews.bg/novini/liubopitno/zemedelcite-v-chili-izpolzvat-choveshka-kosa-kato-sredstvo-za-pestene-na-voda-2424155
https://www.telegraf.rs/zanimljivosti/bizarno-zanimljivosti/4138611-zaboravite-na-djubrivo-ova-materija-je-novo-zlato-za-poljoprivredu-u-cileu
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Results and conclusions

Presence in 3 continents (America, Europe, Asia).

Appearance in top-tier international media, El País and National Geographic, highly reputable media with a
global audience.

Strategic visibility in environmental, innovation, and territorial press.

Successful thematic positioning: circular economy, climate adaptation, waste valuation, and citizen collaboration.

More than 60 publications


