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Introduction

Matter of Trust Chile is the local subsidiary of the global organization based in San Francisco, specialized in
transforming human and animal hair waste into ecological solutions. In Chile, its focus has been on two major
initiatives:

Agropelo: agricultural blankets made with recycled hair to conserve soil moisture and improve crop yield.

Petropelo: hydrocarbon absorbent devices to clean contaminated waters on Chilean coasts.

PRESSE - MATTER OF TRUST CHILE 3



PRESSE DIGITAL AUTHORITY AGENCY

National Geographic (USA)

Title: Can recycled human hair help clean oil spills—and fertilize crops?

Focus: scientific analysis of the use of hair as a natural resource in absorption and agriculture.
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‘Woven mats of hair can help add nutrients to soil and prevent water from evaporating.

PHOTOGRAPH BY MATTEROFTRUST.ORG

EMVIRONMENT

Original media clipping - original publication language

Read original publication
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https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/article/recycle-human-hair-oil-spills-fertilizer
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Reuters (Global) — July 2025

Title: Water-saving tool helps drought-hit Chile with human hair

Focus: global coverage on the use of hair blankets that save up to 48% of irrigation water and improve
agricultural productivity in northern Chile.

_.- Reuters World v Business~ Markets ¥  Sustainability ¥ Legal~ More™

A water-saving tool in drought-hit Chile:
human hair

Ey Reuters

July 3, 2025 712 AM GMT-4 - Updated July 3, 2025

Original media clipping - original publication language

Read original publication
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https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/climate-energy/water-saving-tool-drought-hit-chile-human-hair-2025-07-03/
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La Tercera — July 2025

Title: Matter of Trust: fighting drought through hair recycling Focus: explains the circular logic of the project and
testimonials from farmers in Antofagasta.

Original media clipping - original publication language

Read original publication
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https://www.latercera.com/pulso/noticia/matter-of-trust-combatiendo-la-sequia-a-traves-del-reciclaje-de-pelo/6ILFE7LYCFD77EVGKZI5V3G4QE/
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Shareable (USA) — May 2022

Title: Chile uses human hair waste to combat effects of mega-drought

Focus: early coverage that highlighted Chile as a leader in community climate innovation.

Sharealble® alfvo

ABOUT ~ | STORIES ~ | PODCASTS ~ HOW TO GUIDES I LIBRARY OF THINGS ~ MUTUAL AID 101 ~ ELECTRICCO-OPS | MORE PROGRAMS ~ | EVENTS =

Home » Waste » Matter of Trust Chile uses human hair waste to combat effects of mega-drought

WASTE

Matter of Trust Chile uses human hair waste to
combat effects of mega-drought

Subscribe to our
newsletter for the
latest sharing news:

*Required field. We promise not to spam you. You
can unsubscribe at any time.

*Email Address
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Original media clipping - original publication language

Read original publication
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https://www.shareable.net/matter-of-trust-chile-uses-human-hair-waste-to-combat-effects-of-mega-drought/
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New Straits Times (Malaysia) — July 2025

Title: Water-saving tool helps drought-hit Chile with human hair

Focus: international coverage replicated from the original Reuters report, providing visibility in Asia.

NEWS REGIONAL~ BUSINESS TIMES LI

STRAITSTIMES BUSINESS TIMES
ASEAN

A water-saving tool in drought-hit Chile: human hair

By Reuters - July 3, 2025 @ 7:08am -
S i+

Original media clipping - original publication language

Read original publication
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https://www.nst.com.my/world/world/2025/07/1239544/water-saving-tool-drought-hit-chile-human-hair
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El Pais — July 2024

Title: How hair is cleaning contaminated waters in Chile

Focus: in-depth chronicle about the Petropelo project and its environmental impacts on the Chilean coast.

EL PAIS AméricaYfutura SUSCRIBETE  INICIARSESION -
MEDIO AMBIENTE >

De la cabeza al rescate del mar: como el cabello
esta limpiando aguas contaminadas en Chile

El dispositivo Petropelo estd siendo utilizado para el saneamiento de playas, rios y
lagos. Una melena puede limpiar casi 20.000 litros, segiin sus promotores

Original media clipping - original publication language

Read original publication
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https://elpais.com/america-futura/2024-07-06/de-la-cabeza-al-rescate-del-mar-como-el-cabello-esta-limpiando-aguas-contaminadas-en-chile.html
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Pais Circular — 2024

Title: Petropelo: the device that seeks to clean hydrocarbons from the Chilean coast using hair

Focus: use of hair as a natural absorbent for spills in seas and lagoons.

Petropelo: el dispositivo que
busca limpiar de hidrocarburos
las costas chilenas con cabello

Mis de 250 peluquerias en todo Chile donan el pelo que generan en sus salones a Matter of Trust Chile. A
través del procesamiento del cabello, esta fundacion ha desarrollado un nuevo dispositive que permite
absorber contaminantes del mar. Con casi 300 kilos de pelo que reciben al mes, y considerando que un solo
kilo es capaz de atrapar casi 8 kilos de hidrocarburos, el “petropelo”™ se ha convertido en una solucién

sustentable para evitar la contaminacion de los océanos.

EMMA ANTON CERDA 7 OCT 2022 A LAS 5:00 AM . a E

Original media clipping - original publication language

Read original publication
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https://www.paiscircular.cl/medio-ambiente/petropelo-el-dispositivo-que-busca-limpiar-de-hidrocarburos-las-costas-chilenas-con-cabello/
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BioBio Chile — July 2025

Title: Farmers in Taltal use human hair to retain moisture for crops

Focus: territorial case with a human and agricultural focus.

Sébado 05 julio de 2025 17.52

Agricultores de Taltal ocupan cabello humano y pelo
de mascotas para retener humedad de las cosechas

Original media clipping - original publication language

Read original publication
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https://www.biobiochile.cl/especial/aqui-tierra/noticias/2025/07/05/agricultores-de-taltal-ocupan-cabello-humano-y-pelo-de-mascotas-para-retener-humedad-de-las-cosechas.shtml
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VC Magazine — July 2025

Title: Circular economy: beyond recycling

Focus: The focus of the article is educational and practical, with a territorial and applied perspective.

BILIDAD

PETROPELO: Limpiando mares v lagos de Chile, con KPIs de
impacto

Original media clipping - original publication language

Read original publication
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https://vcmagazine.cl/economia-circular-2/
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Magazin (HRT, Croatia)

Title: Innovative Chileans use discarded hair and animal fur to clean coasts and watercourses

Focus: Highlights a natural, efficient and low-cost solution to decontaminate aquatic ecosystems affected by
spills.

1
| I I. MNASLOVNICA VUESTI S5PORT MAGAZIN TELEVIZUA RADIO HRTI VISE v

ngazin EUROSONG KULTURA ZABAVA ZANIMLUIVOSTI TEHNOLOGUA ZDRAVLIE PRICE IZ HRVATSKE

Inovativni Cileanci koriste odbaéenu kosu i Zivotinjske dlake za &iséenje

obala i vodenih tokova
0B8.06.2024. | 01:07 | Autar: J.5./HTWReuters

Pseda dlaka za éigcenje vodenih tokova
Foto: lvan Alvarado | Reuters

Original media clipping - original publication language

Read original publication

Read original publication
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https://www.biobiochile.cl/especial/aqui-tierra/noticias/2025/07/05/agricultores-de-taltal-ocupan-cabello-humano-y-pelo-de-mascotas-para-retener-humedad-de-las-cosechas.shtml
https://magazin.hrt.hr/zanimljivosti/inovativni-cileanci-koriste-odbacenu-kosu-i-zivotinjske-dlake-za-ciscenje-obala-i-vodenih-tokova-11591092
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La Nacion (Argentina) - July 2024

Title: From hair salons to water cleaning: a second environmental life for hair

Focus: explains how the Matter of Trust Chile foundation collects human and animal hair in beauty salons to
transform it into absorbent devices (known as Petropelo) that clean water contaminated by hydrocarbons.

LA NACION [ | miciar sesioN

De las peluquerias a la limpieza del agua: una segunda vida
medioambiental para el cabello

4 de junio de 2024 08:01 PUBI

Original media clipping - original publication language

Read original publication

Read original publication
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https://www.biobiochile.cl/especial/aqui-tierra/noticias/2025/07/05/agricultores-de-taltal-ocupan-cabello-humano-y-pelo-de-mascotas-para-retener-humedad-de-las-cosechas.shtml
https://www.lanacion.com.ar/agencias/de-las-peluquerias-a-la-limpieza-del-agua-una-segunda-vida-medioambiental-para-el-cabello-nid04062024/
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El Mostrador (Argentina) - October 2023

Title: Two Chilean projects are awarded funds from an international social innovation program
Focus: The article reports that two Chilean projects were selected from among nineteen initiatives from South

America to receive funding in the 15th edition of Legado by Bayer, an international program focused on social
innovation.

® elmestrador

INN_C'UACIf)N

19 actubre, 2023

Dos proyectos chilenos se adjudican fondos de
programa internacional de innovacion social

Original media clipping - original publication language

Read original publication

Read original publication
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https://www.biobiochile.cl/especial/aqui-tierra/noticias/2025/07/05/agricultores-de-taltal-ocupan-cabello-humano-y-pelo-de-mascotas-para-retener-humedad-de-las-cosechas.shtml
https://www.elmostrador.cl/agenda-pais/agenda-innovacion/2023/10/19/dos-proyectos-chilenos-se-adjudican-fondos-de-programa-internacional-de-innovacion-social/
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VVoz de América - March 2024

Title: Water Day: In Chile an innovative project uses human hair waste to tackle water scarcity

Focus: highlights the Agropelo project, developed by Matter of Trust Chile, which uses human and animal hair
collected in hair salons to create agricultural blankets and padding that retain moisture in land affected by
drought, especially in the Atacama Desert.

= Q MUNDO VERDE V.A e o)

Dia del agua: En Chile un innovador
proyecto utiliza residuos de cabello
humano para hacer frente a la escasez
hidrica

Original media clipping - original publication language

Read original publication

Read original publication
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https://www.biobiochile.cl/especial/aqui-tierra/noticias/2025/07/05/agricultores-de-taltal-ocupan-cabello-humano-y-pelo-de-mascotas-para-retener-humedad-de-las-cosechas.shtml
https://www.vozdeamerica.com/a/dia-del-agua-en-chile-un-innovador-proyecto-utiliza-residuos-de-cabello-humano-para-hacer-frente-a-la-escasez-hidrica-/7538517.html
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Forbes México - July 2025

Title: Hair mats help prevent the impact of drought in Chilean orchards

Focus: The journalistic piece focuses on an innovative and sustainable solution applied by small farmers in arid
areas of Chile, who use compostable mats or mulch made with human hair to face the effects of a prolonged
drought, which has already exceeded a decade in several regions of the country

: Forbes Sta
Portada [ Internacional / julio 3, 2025 @ 10:17 :'g‘

Tapetes de pelo ayudan a evitar impacto de
sequia en huertos en Chile

El 'mulch' compostable, hecha con cabello humano en forma de planchas y discos, reduce en
un 71% la evaporacién directa y ahorra hasta un 48% del agua de riego, de acuerdo a la
fundacion Matter of Trust Chile.

Original media clipping - original publication language

Read original publication

Read original publication
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https://www.biobiochile.cl/especial/aqui-tierra/noticias/2025/07/05/agricultores-de-taltal-ocupan-cabello-humano-y-pelo-de-mascotas-para-retener-humedad-de-las-cosechas.shtml
https://forbes.com.mx/tapetes-de-pelo-ayudan-a-evitar-impacto-de-sequia-en-huertos-en-chile/
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Antena 3 - July 2025

Title: Carpets made with human hair: a curious technique to protect crops from drought

Focus: The news focuses on presenting an innovative and peculiar solution developed in Chile to face the water
crisis: the use of compostable mats or carpets made with human hair placed at the base of crops.

Q Noticias ULTIMAHORA  atresplayer

= Actualidad Deportes Loterias Tiempo Programas Multimedia Series MNewsletter

SEQUIA
Alfombras hechas con cabello humano: una curiosa técnica para
proteger los cultivos de la sequia

La falta de agua en las plantaciones chilenas a causa de la critica situacién climatica, ha llevado a que
desarrollen un método innovador para combatir la sequia en los cultivos: alfombras hechas con cabello
humano.

Original media clipping - original publication language

Read original publication

Read original publication
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https://www.biobiochile.cl/especial/aqui-tierra/noticias/2025/07/05/agricultores-de-taltal-ocupan-cabello-humano-y-pelo-de-mascotas-para-retener-humedad-de-las-cosechas.shtml
https://www.antena3.com/noticias/ciencia/alfombras-hechas-cabello-humano-curiosa-tecnica-proteger-cultivos-sequia_202507046867e7d55e724b62f0691c9e.html
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AOL News - July 2025

Title: A water-saving tool in drought-hit Chile: human hair

Focus: The piece highlights an ingenious and sustainable solution developed in Chile by Matter of Trust Chile:
the creation of small compostable mats made with human and pet hair.

AOL | Search Q

A water-saving tool in drought-
< hit Chile: human hair
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Original media clipping - original publication language

Read original publication

Read original publication
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https://www.biobiochile.cl/especial/aqui-tierra/noticias/2025/07/05/agricultores-de-taltal-ocupan-cabello-humano-y-pelo-de-mascotas-para-retener-humedad-de-las-cosechas.shtml
https://www.aol.com/news/water-saving-tool-drought-hit-111227769.html
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Devdiscourse - July 2025

Title: Hair Mats: Innovative Solution for Chile's Water Crisis

Focus: The information highlights an innovative and sustainable agricultural solution to face the drought in Chile:
the use of compostable mats made from human and animal hair, developed by the foundation Matter of Trust

Chile

D it ¥ About | Career | Advertisement | Team | Partn

DGleSCOUfSG & | NWS | RESEARCH | LIVEDISCOURSE | BLOG / OPINION

Discourse on Davelopment

ll....

AGRO-FORESTRY ART & CULTURE TECHNOLOGY ECOMOMY EDUCATION ENERGY POLITICS LAW & GOVERNANCE HEALTH SCIENC

water Crisis

In Chile, hair mats are being used as a sustainable agricultural solution to combat drought.
Made from human and pet hair, these compostable mats improve soil quality, reduce water
evaporation, and increase crop yields. The Matter of Trust Chile foundation spearheads this
project, utilizing hair from local salons and groomers.

Jevidiscourse News Desk | Santiago | Updated: 03-07-2025 16:30 IST | Created: 03-07-2025 16:30 IST

Original media clipping - original publication language

Read original publication

Read original publication
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https://www.biobiochile.cl/especial/aqui-tierra/noticias/2025/07/05/agricultores-de-taltal-ocupan-cabello-humano-y-pelo-de-mascotas-para-retener-humedad-de-las-cosechas.shtml
https://www.devdiscourse.com/article/headlines/3491054-hair-mats-innovative-solution-for-chiles-water-crisis
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Rinnovabilli - July 2025

Title: Can mulching with human hair save agriculture in Chile?

Focus: The note highlights how small compostable carpets made of human hair, compacted in the form of mats
and placed at the base of crops, are helping Chilean farmers to face the megadrought.

L] LY L]
— Policy and Affairs  Environment Business RI nNnova b | I |
Inform - Act - Share

Can mulching with-human hair save agriculture
in Chile?

m Is i i 4 J o] { ]ir‘lg tirme; 2 minutas

SHARE Mulching with human hair, compressed into small mats placed at the base of plants, is
proving to be an effective solution against Chile’s severe drought. In addition to
providing valuable nutrients to the soil, this method reduces direct evaporation by
71% and saves 48% of irrigation water.

Original media clipping - original publication language

Read original publication

Read original publication
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https://www.biobiochile.cl/especial/aqui-tierra/noticias/2025/07/05/agricultores-de-taltal-ocupan-cabello-humano-y-pelo-de-mascotas-para-retener-humedad-de-las-cosechas.shtml
https://www.rinnovabili.net/business/agriculture-food/mulching-human-hair-chile-agriculture/
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Portal Tela - July 2025

Title: Human hair helps reduce water consumption in Chilean orchards

Focus: The article highlights an agricultural innovation developed in Chile by the Matter of Trust Chile foundation:
compostable mats made from human hair (and in smaller proportions, animal hair), to be used as mulch at the
base of crops. This technique is helping to combat the megadrought, reducing soil evaporation by 71% and
conserving up to 48% of irrigation water.

Partal Te I a

Entretenimento

Cabelo humano ajuda a reduzir consumo de agua em
pomares chilenos

Original media clipping - original publication language

Read original publication

Read original publication
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https://www.biobiochile.cl/especial/aqui-tierra/noticias/2025/07/05/agricultores-de-taltal-ocupan-cabello-humano-y-pelo-de-mascotas-para-retener-humedad-de-las-cosechas.shtml
https://www.portaltela.com/saude/saude-publica/2025/07/03/cabelo-humano-ajuda-a-reduzir-consumo-de-agua-em-pomares-chilenos
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Wired - July 2025

Title: Human hair helps farmers in Chile save water

Focus: The article focuses on an innovative and circular agronomic solution developed by Matter of Trust Chile:
the use of compostable mats or mulch woven with human hair, placed around crops to address the megadrought
affecting much of the country.

WIEEDB) WIRED #6 TECHNOLOGY SCIENCE BUSINESS NATIVE PREOPLATNE E-SHOP
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Lidské vlasy pomahaji
farmarum v Chile setrit
vodou

Original media clipping - original publication language

Read original publication

Read original publication
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https://www.biobiochile.cl/especial/aqui-tierra/noticias/2025/07/05/agricultores-de-taltal-ocupan-cabello-humano-y-pelo-de-mascotas-para-retener-humedad-de-las-cosechas.shtml
https://www.wired.cz/news-beat/lidske-vlasy-pomahaji-farmarum-v-chile-setrit-vodou
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Portfolio - July 2025

Title: Surprising method invented against severe drought in Chile

Focus: The news focuses on an innovative and circular agricultural solution developed in Chile by the Matter of
Trust Chile foundation to combat the megadrought. The proposal uses compostable mats made with human hair
(and to a lesser extent, animal hair), woven and compacted to be placed at the base of crops in orchards and
fruit groves.

POrtfolio

SIGNATURE HABORU BEFEKTETES BANK DEVIZA GAZDASAG GLOBAL BRUXINFO UZLET INGATLAN

ELOFIZETOI TARTALOM

Meglep6 modszer talaltak fel a sulyos aszaly
ellen

Portfolio m o{:

2025. julius 03. 13:32
Original media clipping - original publication language

Read original publication

Read original publication
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https://www.biobiochile.cl/especial/aqui-tierra/noticias/2025/07/05/agricultores-de-taltal-ocupan-cabello-humano-y-pelo-de-mascotas-para-retener-humedad-de-las-cosechas.shtml
https://www.portfolio.hu/uzlet/20250703/meglepo-modszer-talaltak-fel-a-sulyos-aszaly-ellen-772187
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Darik News - July 2025

Title: Farmers in Chile use human hair as a means of saving water

Focus: The news presents an innovative and ecological agricultural solution to combat the drought in Chile: the
creation of compostable mats woven with human hair, placed at the base of crops in orchards and fruit groves.

3emepenuute B Ynnm n3non3sart YoBeLUKA KOCA
KaTo CPeACTBO 3a NecTeHe Ha BoAa

Twonu 2025 16:00

Original media clipping - original publication language

Read original publication

Read original publication
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https://www.biobiochile.cl/especial/aqui-tierra/noticias/2025/07/05/agricultores-de-taltal-ocupan-cabello-humano-y-pelo-de-mascotas-para-retener-humedad-de-las-cosechas.shtml
https://dariknews.bg/novini/liubopitno/zemedelcite-v-chili-izpolzvat-choveshka-kosa-kato-sredstvo-za-pestene-na-voda-2424155
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Deutchlanfunk Nova - April 2025

Title: Water scarcity: Hair helps in Chile against dry garden beds

Focus: The information focuses on an innovative and sustainable initiative being developed in Chile to combat
water scarcity: the use of mats woven with human hair collected from hair salons, reusing a common waste
product to protect crops from soil evaporation.

E Deutschlandfunk Nova
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Original media clipping - original publication language

Read original publication

Read original publication

Read original publication
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https://www.biobiochile.cl/especial/aqui-tierra/noticias/2025/07/05/agricultores-de-taltal-ocupan-cabello-humano-y-pelo-de-mascotas-para-retener-humedad-de-las-cosechas.shtml
https://dariknews.bg/novini/liubopitno/zemedelcite-v-chili-izpolzvat-choveshka-kosa-kato-sredstvo-za-pestene-na-voda-2424155
https://www.deutschlandfunknova.de/nachrichten/wasserknappheit-haare-helfen-in-chile-gegen-trockene-beete
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Telegraf - April 2025

Title: Forget fertilizer: This material is the new gold for agriculture in Chile

Focus: The article highlights an ingenious and sustainable agricultural strategy implemented in Chile by the
Matter of Trust Chile foundation: the use of compostable mats made with human hair. These mats, designed as

mechanical mulching, are placed around crops in orchards and fruit groves to retain soil moisture and face years
of drought.

siznis | ©@Klinika | Ona
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Zaboravite na dubrivo: Ova materija je novo
zlato za poljoprivredu u Cileu!

O
HERLCID

Male prostirke napravljene od ljudske kose koriste se u Cileu za
prekrivanje zemljista u voénjacima Sirom zemlje, kako bi pomogle u
zadrzavanju vlage u regijama koje se godinama suocavaju sa susom. Kosz
se mehanic¢kim tkanjem pretvara u kompaktne prostirke, koje smanjuju
direktno isparavanje za 71 odsto i Stede do 48 odsto vode potrebne za
navodnjavanje, prema navodima fondacije Matter of Trust Chile, koja
proizvodi ove prostirke.
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Read original publication

Read original publication

Read original publication
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https://www.biobiochile.cl/especial/aqui-tierra/noticias/2025/07/05/agricultores-de-taltal-ocupan-cabello-humano-y-pelo-de-mascotas-para-retener-humedad-de-las-cosechas.shtml
https://dariknews.bg/novini/liubopitno/zemedelcite-v-chili-izpolzvat-choveshka-kosa-kato-sredstvo-za-pestene-na-voda-2424155
https://www.telegraf.rs/zanimljivosti/bizarno-zanimljivosti/4138611-zaboravite-na-djubrivo-ova-materija-je-novo-zlato-za-poljoprivredu-u-cileu

ﬁ DIGITAL AUTHORITY AGENCY

Results and conclusions

Presence in 3 continents (America, Europe, Asia).

Appearance in top-tier international media, El Pais and National Geographic, highly reputable media with a
global audience.

Strategic visibility in environmental, innovation, and territorial press.
Successful thematic positioning: circular economy, climate adaptation, waste valuation, and citizen collaboration.

More than 60 publications
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